Care of the Earth: the role of faith-based groups

Faith-based organizations individually and as coali-
tions have played significant roles in environmental
protection and care of the earth. The UN Environment
has taken into consideration the impact that environ-
mental advocacy and steps taken by faith-based leaders
have on their followers. Eighty percent of the world’s
7.5 billion population associate themselves with a faith,
and UN Environment wants to leverage the power of

values-based environmental groups.
Global organizations now realize that
they need to work with faith-based
organizations to integrate moral/ethi-

ty into social, economic and environ-
mental issues.

In order to involve faith-based orga-

nizations and faith leaders worldwide more holistically,
the UN Environment began the Faith for Earth Initia-
tive in August 2017. Iyad Abumoghli, based in Nairo-
bi, Kenya, was appointed as lead advisor for engaging
withfaith-based organizations at UN Environment. This
is an attempt to realize SDG 17, which calls for partner-
ships with all stakeholders, including faith-based orga-
nizations for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. And it is expressed by
Abumoghli in this manner: “The essence of the work of
UN Environment is to integrate faith perceptions into
the initiatives and strategies of whatever we do in the
organization—whether ecosystems, environmental laws
or when tackling diverse environmental issues.”

Goals of Faith for Earth

* To inspire and empower faith organizations and
their leaders to actively promote the relationship
between environment and faith

* To work with faith organizations on their invest-

It is estimated that
investments by religious
institutions around the
cal values and individual responsibili- world amount to $3 trillion
— they are the third largest
group of global investors

ments, banking and assets to finance sustainable

development. It is estimated that investments by

religious institutions around the world amount to $3
trillion — they are the third largest group of global
investors. Greening their investments will make an
enormous difference. Many groups have divested
from oil and gas investments or industries that gen-
erate carbon. UN Environment is trying to establish
norms for faith-based investments
or faith-consistent investments,
which integrate environmental sus-
tainability into investment criteria.

In the past, the focus was to avoid

industries that dealt with alcohol or

arms dealing. The focus of this goal
is to introduce positive criteria that
benefit people and society.

e To provide faith leaders with knowledge, network-
ing opportunities and scientific evidence to help
them connect issues of faith and environment, from
sacred scriptures to current scientific research on the
impacts of climate change, pollution or lifestyles.
(UN Environment offers evidence that current hu-
man behavior and economic development are unsus-
tainable. Pope Francis exhorts us to work for integral
human development, and calls for a paradigm shift
in how we address economic development.)

Faith organizations and UN Environment share com-
mon objectives — the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and Agenda 2030. UN Environment is custodi-
an of 26 of the 169 SDG indicators and has the obliga-
tion to monitor and report on them. To do so, it needs
to involve all sectors of society. Faith for Earth is one
way of engaging faith-based organizations to impact the
daily lives of people and protect our planet.
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